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In This Issue 
DOROTHY E. FINNEGAN describes the potent influence the YMCA 
and YWCA had on Penn College’s early development, from 1882 to the 
1920s. During those years, when the college’s institutional resources 
were minimal, the Y associations made vital contributions to the reli-
gious, physical, social, and economic life of the college and its students. 
 Dorothy E. Finnegan, a William Penn College alumna, is associate 
professor of education at The College of William and Mary.  
CHRISTINE PAWLEY describes the activities of the Book Lovers Club, 
a club affiliated with the segregated Blue Triangle Branch of the YWCA in 
Des Moines, from 1925 to 1941. By analyzing what they read and how they 
reviewed what they read, Pawley finds that club members imagined mul-
tiple members for themselves—as African Americans, as Iowans, and as 
educated, cultured citizens. 
 Christine Pawley is associate professor of library and information 
studies and director of the Center for the History of Print Culture in 
Modern America at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. 
Front Cover 
Members of the Book Lovers Club of Des Moines pose in their neighbor-
hood. For more on the activities of the Book Lovers Club, see Christine 
Pawley’s article in this issue. 
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Book Reviews and Notices 
60 MARY NONA MCGREAL, O.P., Samuel Mazzuchelli, American Dominican: 
Journeyman, Preacher, Pastor, Teacher, by Timothy Walch 
61 SUSAN K. LUCKE, The Bellevue War: Mandate of Justice or Murder by Mob: A True 
—and Still Controversial—Story of Iowa as the Wild West, by Michael J. Pfeifer 
63 THOMAS SUMMERHILL, Harvest of Dissent: Agrarianism in Nineteenth-Century New 
York, by Ginette Aley 
65 TOM JEWETT, ED., Failed Ambition The Civil War Journals and Letters of Cavalryman 
Homer Harris Jewett, by Kenneth Lyftogt 
65 NINA SILBER, Daughters of the Union: Northern Women Fight the Civil War, by 
Barbara Cutter 
67 ROGER BILES, Illinois: A History of the Land and Its People, by Cullom Davis 
69 GLENDA RILEY, Confronting Race: Women and Indians on the Frontier, 1815–1915, 
by Jane Simonsen 
71 BARBARA HANDY-MARCHELLO, Women of the Northern Plains: Gender and 
Settlement on the Homestead Frontier, 1870–1930, by Lori Ann Lahlum 
73 VICTORIA BISSELL BROWN, The Education of Jane Addams, by Maureen A. Flanagan 
75  LOUISE W. KNIGHT, Citizen: Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy,                 
by Judith Ann Trolander 
77 DON L. HOFSOMMER, Steel Trails of Hawkeyeland: Iowa’s Railroad Experience,       
by Rebecca Conard 
80 THOMAS B. LITTLEWOOD, Soldiers Back Home: The American Legion in Illinois,   
1919–1939, by Christopher Nehls 
82 KRISTE LINDENMEYER, The Greatest Generation Grows Up: American Childhood      
in the 1930s, by Pamela Riney-Kehrberg 
83 HOLLIS D. STABLER, No One Ever Asked Me: The World War II Memories of an  
Omaha Indian Soldier, by Thomas A. Britten 
84 MARY L. MAPES, A Public Charity: Religion and Social Welfare in Indianapolis,      
1929–2002, by Joan Gittens 
86 WALTER THOMAS JACK, The Furrow and Us: Essays on Soil and Sentiment,              
by Barbara J. Dilly 
 
